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WOODNICK LAW, PLLC

1747 E. Morten Avenue, Suite 205
Phoenix, Arizona 85020
Telephone: (602) 449-7980
Facsimile: (602) 396-5850
Office@WoodnickLaw,com
Greee R. Woodnick, #020736
Isabel Ranney, #038564

Attorney for Respondent

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA

0 0 ~ o b & L N

In Re the Matter of: Case No.: FC2023-052114

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO AMEND
RESPONDENT’'S RESPONSE TO
PETITION TO ESTABLISH
Petitioner, PATERNITY

—
o

P
L N -

and (Assigned to The Honorable Julic Mata)

—
o 5B

CLAYTON ECHARD,

p—
(= 3

Respondent, _
Pursuant to Rule 28(A)(2) of the Arizona Rules of Family Law Procedure (“ARFLP"),

-
e -~

Respondent, CLAYTON ECHARD, through undersigned counsel, respectfully requests lcave

Ay =
o -

from this Court to file the Amended Response attached hereto as Exhibit A, which clanfies

M
—

the modifications that Respondent is requesting.

N
M

The reasons for this Amended Response are as follows:

M
[ 78

l. Rule 28(A)(2) provides that “Leave to amend will be freely given when justice

NN
oh B

requires.”

M
o~

2. Respondent’s Amended Response is attached as Exhibit A. Note, for

M
~J

clarification purposes, the Amended Response is not provided on the self-service documents
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that were initially filed. Any changes are bolded, and the remainder remains consistent with
the initial Hiling.

3. Specifically, Respondent secks to amend his Response to imclude pertinent
background information for this Court, request this Court sanction Petitioner under Rule 26,
request his reasonable attorney’s fees, and request this Court enter a finding of nonpaternity.

WHEREFORE, Respondent respectfully requests that this Court permit Respondent

(o file the attached Amended Response, attached hereto as Exhibit A, and incorporated herein

by reference.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 12" day of December, 2023,
W[)U[)NICI_( LAW, PLLC

- _.._,_" i
._,,AM,.F
p

Gregg R. Woodnick
[sabel Ranney
Attorneys for Respondent

ORIGINAL of the foregoing e-filed
this 12" day of December, 2023 with:

Clerk of Court
Maricopa County Superior Court

COPY of the foregoing document
delivered/emailed this 12 day of December, 2023, to:

The Honorable Julie Mata
Maricopa County Superior Court

By: /s/ MB
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VERIFICATION

. CLAYTON ECHARD, declare under penalty of perjury that T am the Respondent

in the above-captioned matter; that 1 have read the foregoing Motion for Leave to Amend

Respondent's Response to Petition to Establish Paternity and 1 know of the contents

thercof: that the foregoing is true and correct according to the best of my own knowledge,
information and belief: and as to those things stated upon information and belief, I believe

them to be true,

-
- “ = | _f?*] 1.‘5}.55
CLAYTON ECHARD Date
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WOODNICK LAW, PLLC

1747 E. Morten Avenue, Suite 203
Phoenix, Arizona 85020
Telephone: (602) 449-7980
Facsimile: (602) 396-5850
Office@WoodncklLaw,.com

Gregg R. Woodnick, #020736
Deandra M. Arena, #03336Y

Isabel Ranney, #038564
Attorney for Respondent

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA
In Re the Mattepgl® Case No.: FC2023-052114
AMENDED RESPONSE TO PETITION TO
Petitioner, ESTABLISH PATERNITY
and

CLAYTON ECHARD, (Assigned to the Honorable Julie Mata)

B - _Rt:sﬂg:rndn;nt. e

Respondent, CLAYTON ECHARD, by and through undersigned counsel, herebyl
submits his Amended Response to Petition to Establish Patemity, Legal Decision-Making |
Parenting Time, and Child Support and states the following:

l. BACKGROUND

1. Petitioner has not provided any verifiable scientific evidence that she IS
pregnant, and all DNA tests have come back showing “little to no fetal DNA.” The testing

company, Ravgen Inc, has indicated that it will not release records of the testing without

% 2




a Court Order.

2. Petitioner filed her Petition only after Respondent indicated that he did not
want to have any relationship with her, romantic or otherwise, after she performed urﬂ
sex on him on May 20, 2023.

3. Prior to and following her filing, Petitioner repeatedly threatened to go to
the media about her “pregnancy” and sent Respondent over S00 messages from differeny

phone numbers and email accounts, Judge Gialketsis found these messages and|

Petitioner’s conduct to constitute harassment when she granted Respondent’s InjuncliulJ

Against Harassment on November 2, 2023 (Exhibit 1).

4. A sampling of Petitioner’s efforts to force Respondent into a relationship are
documented, in part, below:

4. Petitioner drafted a “contract” for Respondent to sign that promised “for

a perviod of one week, while determining the best court [sic] of action for

their pregnancy, Party A and Party B, will exclusively explore a relationship

with “intention” [...] There is no obligation to engage in intercourse if|

cither Party is uncomfortable with the act.” (Exhibit 2 — Initial Responsd

Exhibit 1)

6/28/23: “I have offered to give you control over the outcome of thd

pregnancy if we date exclusively and care for one another [...] I need to

know your decision tonight because I am getting rid of the abortion pills l'lr

it’s a no or if I don’t hear back from you.” (Exhibit 3).

c. Petitioner threatened to post on her public Instagram account that shel

2.
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was pregnant with Respondent’s children if he did not “unblock” her and|
said “if I can’t get you to do it, then maybe the public can convince you to.”
(Exhibit 4)
. Petitioner contacted Respondent’s Father, ostensibly to convince him to
force his son, Respondent, to speak with her (“I have not heard back frumﬂ
Clayton and presume he has still blocked me.”) (Exhibit 5).
5. While this Family case was pending, Petitioner posted an “anonymous” blog
post on Medium.com (which she later deleted) (Exhibit 6), contacted the news media, and
made multiple postings on Reddit.com claiming that she was pregnant with Respondent’s
children and including a Dropbox of doctored “medical” documents, (Exhibit 7).
6. Despite two (2) fetal DNA tests indicating “little to no fetal DNA” (and on¢
(1) test lost in transit), Petitioner posted another Medium.com article identifying herself
as the “anonymous woman” on December 8, 2023. In the article, Petitioner continues to
maintain she is pregnant with twins by Respondent. (Exhibit 8).
I1. RESPONSE TO PETITIONER’S PETITION TO ESTABLISH
7. Respondent affirmatively alleges that Petitioner is fabricating pregnancy, as well
as refusing a paternity test.
8. Respondent affirmatively alleges that neither pregnancy nor paternity has been|
proven.
9. Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and therefore venue 1s nof

relevant.

10. Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and since Petitioner i

3.
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unwilling to participate in a fourth paternity test, paternity and the jurisdiction for determining
its validity are unable to be proven/determined.

11.  Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and affirmatively alleges
that Petitioner has neither proven pregnancy nor Respondent’s paternity,

12, Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and therefore there 1s no|
legal parenthood to establish. Respondent alleges that only oral sex was performed between tha
partics, Respondent further alleges that despite multiple requests to do so, Petitioner has refused
to take a paternity test. Petitioner responded to Respondent’s request via email stating that she

would only take a paternity test if the parties were to date exclusively (Exhibit 1), Petitionet

has threatened that she will write defamatory comments about this matter and release it to the

yress (Exhibit 1), Petitioner has not established proof of patermity. Upon imformation and
| P Y

beliel, Petitioner suffers from mental health issues, and has caused Respondent to becomd
concerned that she is stalking him.

13.  Petitioner was not married at the time the minor child(ren) were bom o1
conceived or at least 10 months before minor child(ren) were born or conceived.

14, Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and therefore legal
decision-making and parenting time are not relevant,

15.  Respondent does not have any information regarding any court action in this stalg
involving the minor child(ren) in question that could affect this case including court cases for
enforcement and relating to domestic violence, protective orders, termination of parental rights

and adoptions,

16. Respondent does not know a person other than Petitioner who has ph}‘siﬁf*
[

ks 6_o
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custody or who claims legal decision-making (legal custody) or parenting time rights to any of]
the minor children in question.
17.  Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and thereforg
unreimbursed medical expenses incurred by Petitioner are not relevant.
18. Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and thereford

unreimbursed other expenses are not relevant,

19, Respondent contests that Petiboner 18 pregnant by him and therefore the Parent
I preg y
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Information Program is not relevant.

20.  Respondent affirmatively alleges that domestic violence has not occurred in this
relationship.

21.  Respondent affirmatively alleges that to his knowledge, neither party has been|
convicted for a drug offense or driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol in the last twelve
(12) months.

22, Respondent contests that Petitioner is pregnant by him and therefore :.:hilc{
support orders for cither party are not relevant.

23.  Respondent denies any allegations not specifically admitted herein,

24,  Respondent is entitled to an adjudication of non-paternity. Petitioner’s|
relentless and harassing behavior through the media will only continue if this matter I8
not resolved by this Court finding Respondent is not_the father of any alleged (and
believed to be fictitious) children.

7&  Rule 26 sanctions are appropriate. Petitioner has violated Rule 26(b){

Arizona Rules of Family Law Procedure, and sanctions under Rule 26(c) are appropriate.

.5
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Petitioner filed this action for the purposes of harassing Respondent and forcing him to
communicate with her. Despite Respondent’s repeated requests, Petitioner has pruvidcd{
Respondent with no verified scientific evidence proving she is or was pregnant. Further,
after filing her Petition, Petitioner filed a “Motion to Communicate,” threatening to takeg
her “pregnancy” to the media if Respondent did not communicate with her, This Motion

was denied. See Petitioner’s Motion to Communicate, filed August 8, 2023, Petitioner also

| filed a “Motion for Contempt,” which this Court also denied, which requested this Cour
hold Respondent in contempt for not communicating with her, See Petitioner’s Motio
for Contempt filed August 23, 2023 (also denied by this Court), As such, Petitioner’s
Petition lacks evidentiary support, is being presented for the improper purpose, to harass
Respondent into communicating with her, and to cause Respondent to incur fees.

26. The requirement of Rule 9(¢) have been met in so far as there has been
oxcessive communication regarding these issues, not limited to Petitioner’s rm:entr
Medium article and the 500+ texts and emails that predicate Judge Gialketsis’ granting
of the Injunction Against Harassment.

27.  Respondent is entitled to his reasonable attorney’s fees and costs incurred|

based on Petitioner’s unreasonableness pursuant to A.R.S. § 25-324. Petitioner initiated

this filing based on a pregnancy that could not have occurred from oral sex. Despite this
Petitioner repeatedly harassed Respondent, filed numerous bad faith pleadings with thi:
Court in an effort to force Respondent to communicate with her, went to the media whe
Respondent would not unblock her, and fabricated medical documents. Petitioner’

behavior is the very definition of unreasonableness.

b
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WHEREFORE, based upon all of the foregoing, Respondent respectiully requests thd
Court enter the following Orders:

A, Issue an order declaring that Respondent is not the natural father of the minos
ehildreny any children born to Petitioner;

B, Order that both parties be-ordered to submit to-sueh blood-and tissue testy
as may be-necessary by-this Court-to-estublish paternity, and-Petitioner be-ordered-to-pay|
il costs und expenses-of-this lawsuit under Arvizonn law, ARS25-8309.

. Issue an Order compelling Ravgen Inc produce all records and documents
related to the fetal DNA testing in this matter;

D, That this Court sanction Petitioner pursuant to Rule 26;

I. That this Court award Respondent his reasonable attorney’s fees and costs
hased on Petitioner’s unreasonableness, pursuant to AR.S, § 25-324;

Fo Enter-approprinte-orders regarding costs and attorneys™ fees hereint-and

(1. For such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper under these
circumstances.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 12" day of December, 2023

WOODNICK LAW, PLLC

Giregg R. Woodnick
Isabel Ranncy

Deandra Arena

Attorneys for Respondent

ORIGINAL of the foregoing e-filed
This 12th day of December, 2023 with:
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Clerk of the Supernior Court
*** Electromcally Filed ***
L Diaz, Deputy
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Filing 1D 17034731

WOODNICK LAW, PLLC

1747 E. Morten Avenue, Suite 205

Phoenix, Arizona 85020

Telephone: (602) 449-7980

Facsimile: (602) 396-5850

Office(@ Woodnickl.aw,.com

Grege R, Woodnick, #O20736

Isabel Ranney, #H038564

Attorneys for Respondent

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA
[n Re the Matter of. Case No.: FC2023-052114

NOTICE OF FILING AFFIDAVIT OF
NON-PATERNITY

] w HH s TLYI &
Petitioner, (Assigned to the Honorable Julie Mata)
and

CLAYTON ECHARD,

Respondent,

Respondent, CLAYTON ECHARD, by and through counsel undersigned, hereby
provides notice of filing his Affidavit of Non-Paternity, dated December 11, 2023, attached
hereto as “Exhibit A.”

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 12" day of December, 2023,

WOODNICK LAW, PLLC

_— i

» — ‘_, '_'_,_«::f: .

Gregg R, Woodnick
Isabel Ranney
Attorneys for Respondent
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AFFIDAVIT OF NON-PATERNITY
[, CLAYTON ECHARD, being duly sworn upon my oath under penalty of perjury,

depose, and say:
1. .ﬂ and 1 had one sexual encounter on May 20, 2023 where she performed

oral sex on me. We never had sexual intercourse or engaged in conduct that could lead to

conception.

‘tnutinucs to claim that I am the father of alleged h.!mn-:. | do not behieve

she is pregnant and certainly not pregnant by me.
3. Attached hereto, pursuant to A.R.S. § 8-106.01 (Putative Father’s Registry), 1s

a Notice of Claim of Paternity. To be clear, 1 dispute that the interaction between nd I

could have resulted in a pregnancy.

4. I am concerned that if 1 do not file with the Putative Father Registry she will
use her social media platform to claim that she had my children or that she somehow put them

up for adoption to explain their nonexistence.
5. Consistent with filings in Family Court in Maricopa County under cause

number FC2023-052114, | am asking the Court to make specific findings of non-paternity.

A

B

Clayton E chard

STATE OF ARIZONA )
)58.
County of Maricopa

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to me before this \\*  day of
VDecenasaoy 2023, by Clayton Echard.

My Commission Expires: S| [262b

! MARIBETH BURROUGHS . ®
{ _'"n- "':'-. Nolary Public - Maricopa Cournty Nﬂldr}’ Public
. .;9 7| cum;l:l:luum. :zzm

U\ mission IFH“ o ll =

j “"fa! ,!‘»* - March 7, 2026 |
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Clerk of the Supenor Coun
#o% Electronically Filed ***
C. Brown, Deputy
T2V 2023 11:11:23 AM
Filing 1D 17034883

WOODNICK LAW, PLLC

1747 E. Morten Avenue, Suite 205
Phoenix, Arizona 85020
]LiLl’lhl}HL ShﬂZ} 449-7980
Facsimile: (602) 396-5850
Oflice@WoodnicklLaw,com

Grege R. Woodnick, #020736
Isabel Ranney, #038564
Attorneys for Respondent
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA

© 00 ~N O i A LN

In Re the Matter of:

- Case No.: FC2023-052114
NOTICE OF APPEARANCE

Petitioner,

— ol
R -0

and (Assigned to The Honorable Julic Mata)

w

CLAYTON ECHARD,

U —
h &

R L&Emmh,nt

e
o~

Notice is hereby given that WOODNICK LAW, PLLC, by and through Gregg R.

—
|

Woodnick and Isabel Ranney, enters an appearance in the above-captioned matter on behalfl

P
£

of Respondent, CLAYTON ECHARD, and hereby respectfully requests that all future orders

]
=]

and documents from the Court pertaining to this matter be endorsed to undersigned counsel.

%]
—

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 12th day of December, 2023,

M
[ ]

W{}(}])NI( K LAW, PLLC

NN
& W

'c___ — (_, f-:.nf'd

b
wn

Gregg R. Woodnick
[sabel Ranney
Attorney for Respondent
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